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OVERLOOKING KINSALE ESTUARY AND THE OLD HEAD OF KINSALE.THIS 
FORMER BUNGALOW HAS UNDERGONE A RADICAL TRANSFORMATION INTO A 
SLEEK MODERNIST MASTERPIECE 

WORDS BY CAROLINE ALLEN. 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JANICE O’CONNELL, f22 PHOTOGRAPHY 
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WIDE OPEN HALLWAYS CAN TAKE A 

DESK OR CHAIR, AND PROVIDE AN 

AREA FOR THE KIDS TO PLAY IN 

ALVAR AALTO INSPIRED OVER-SIZED 

AREAS 

Munster Interiors 
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“YOU HAVE TO TREAT THE INTERSTITIAL SPACE - LEFTOVER AREAS 

AS BEING AS IMPORTANT AS THE MAIN LIVING AREAS SO THERE ARE 

OTHER PLACES FOR PLAY, REST, READING AND WORK.” 

and Allie, 6. "As one section was 
completed, we broke through and 
started bringing it in as part of the 
overall house. So phasing of the design 
was important at an early stage. It was 
designed so that one section could be 
used while the other was being 
finished,” explains Paul. 

Capturing the light and beautiful view 
of the Old Head of Kinsale and Kinsale 
estuary were priorities. Using local 
materials was also important to Paul 
and Jan. Limestone cladding reflects 
the old Ashlar walls; with natural slate 
and render used. The first floor triangular 
bedroom area picks up on the 
architecture of Charles Fort and the 
triangle corners are set to north, east 
and west compass points. 

An open plan space was created so it 
can adapt and grow with the family. 
"There is no real defined space - the 
living area, for example, can become 
the dining area in time. There are no 


