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CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES 
TAKE HIGH HONOURS AT 
NISO AWARDS IN KILLARNEY 
The twenty-fifth Annual National Irish 
Safety Organisation / Northern Ireland 
Safety Group (NISO/NISG) Safety Awards 
took place at a special ceremony in 
Killarney. The Awards are highly valued and 
regarded by construction companies and 
amongst health and safety professionals 
throughout the island of Ireland. 

T
he construction industry demonstrated its 

commitment to world class health and safety good 
practice at this years National Irish Safety Organisation 
/ Northern Ireland Safety Group (NISO/NISG) Safety 
Awards in Killarney. 

Among the award winners on the night were: John 
Paul Construction, the Supreme Award winners 
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(see panel) and Joint winners of the 
Occupational Health Award with John 
Graham Construction. 

Supreme Award winners John Paul 
Construction were accompanied by many 
others! See http://safetyawards.ie/2016-
winners/ 
Leo Lynch: Gold Award 
Jones Engineering Ltd.: Silver Award 
Winthrop Engineering Ltd.: Bronze Award 
Presidents Award (large co.): Walls 
Construction Ltd. 
Presidents Award (med co.): KD Group 
Mechanical Engineers 

AND MANY MORE... 
In fact, Dermot Carey, Head of Safety and 
Manpower Services at the Construction 
Industry Federation (CIF), observed how 
this showing was strongly supported by 34 
construction companies winning awards 
of various kinds on the night - a most 
impressive representative group for any 
industry. 

Dermot Carey comments: “This great 
performance from companies in the 
sector shows the level of expertise and 
commitment to best practice health 
and safety excellence that exists in the 
construction sector. 

“Entry into this competition exposes a 
company to outside scrutiny and the huge 
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turnout from the construction sector 
and the amount of awards won is a clear 
marker that this industry is committed to 
driving up standards.” 

Co-chair (with Pat Kenny) of the 
Construction Safety Partnership Advisory 
Committee, John Graby told Construction 
that this showing marks a tremendous 
achievement by the Construction industry. 

Noting how Construction was featured 
alongside a range of industries here, John 
Graby remarked: 

“It is impressive that these companies 
have done so well, bearing in mind that 
each project is different and takes place 
ofLen in the open air.” 

Many other industry processes can tend 
to be repetitive in nature and lake place in 
more controlled environments, said John. 

“This achievement shows how safety is 
being taken very seriously and integrated 
into general work practices in this sector,” 
he added. 

As Construction becomes busier and 
we see more entrants to the industry, it is, 
says John, important that they come into 
an industry that already takes safety very 
seriously and has the necessary systems in 
place. 

Fergal McKevitt, NISO Secretary, along 
with Mandy Nelson, NISG chair, and Pat 
Breen T.D., Minister for Employment and 
Small Business, presented awards to over 
100 organisations from all around the 
island of Ireland at the recent ceremony. 

Among those we caught up with were 
Leo Lynch who were awarded the NISO 
Category 1 National, Gold Award. This 

follows their 2015 & 2014, “Best Company 
Regional Safety Awards (East)”. 

Said Derek Murphy, Leo Lynch 
Associate Director, HSEQ: “This 
prestigious award is a tremendous 
endorsement of the positive and proactive 
Health, Safety and Welfare culture that 
we are engendering within the company 
and is another significant milestone in our 
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continuous quest to maintain World Class 
Health, Safety and Welfare performance at 
Leo Lynch.” 

Presidents Award - Large company went to 
Walls Construction. Said Gerry Keane, Safety 
Manager: 

“Walls Construction is delighted to receive 
a NISO Award in the Major Category 1 
Section for the second year running. 

“The criteria established by NISO in the 
various sections is the standard we set out to 
achieve on a daily basis throughout all our 
company operations. 

“The President’s Award recognises the 
effort we make to continually improve the 
health, safety and welfare standards on our 
projects and being considered for awards of 
this stature demonstrates to our clients and 
subcontractor partners that health and safety 
is the main priority for the company. 

“Our overall objective is to promote 
ownership of health and safety by taking 
our supply chain partners on a journey with 
us and when our efforts are recognised, the 
effect is positively reinforced, helping us to be 
all effective participants in our mission to a 
zero accident environment; so that everyone 
working on a Walls Construction Project 
Arrives Safe, Works Safe and Leaves Safe.” 

PRIVILEGE 
"For those members of staff who were in 
attendance at the NISO awards there was a 
deep privilege not only to receive a Bronze 
Award but to also to receive a Consistent 
High Achiever Award,” says Ger O’Leary of 
Winthrop Engineering. 
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“The receiving of both awards is testament 
to our company’s commitment to achieving 
ongoing and consistent high safety and health 
standards at all our workplaces and to be a 
leader in our field,” added Ger. 

“Receiving recognition motivates the team 
to consistently develop, innovate and grow our 
safety culture amongst our staff and business 
colleagues. 

“Winthrop Engineering Ltd. believes that 
innovation comes from ‘individuals and teams’ 
and we continuously and actively encourage 
all staff members to provide differing points of 
view for increased safety performance, as our 
core belief is that diverse perspectives lead to 
different thinking and thinking differently is 
what sets us apart.” 

Meanwhile, a Superior Performance Award 
went to Lagan Construction Group. (And a 
Presidents Award for Construction). 

Hie Anderco Superior Performance 
Award is awarded to the organisation that 
best demonstrates evidence that they have 
introduced proactive measures over and above 
the legal requirement lo provide a superior 
safety-working environment for all. 

Says Nicola McCracken, Health & Safety 
Manager, Lagan Construction Group 

“Lagan Construction Group were delighted lo 
win these prestigious awards - Presidents Award 
for Construction and the Anderco Superior 
Performance Award for Health and Safety - at 
the recent NISO Awards Dinner in Killarney. 

“Last year was the inaugural year of the 
Anderco Award and we won it then and are 
delighted to have retained it for a second year. 

PREMIER 
“The NISO Awards are the premier awards 
for demonstrating excellent health and safety 
practice throughout Ireland, both North and 
South, and recognise where businesses have 
gone the extra mile to improve health and safety 
performance and educate employees in best 
practice. 

“As a construction company we are also 
cascading our safety systems out to all the 
contractors who work on our sites and therefore 
extending good health and safety knowledge 
throughout the industry. 

“We have achieved NISO Major Award status 
for a number of years now and this shows 
that our health and safety systems are stable 
and continue to improve and progress, which 
benefits everyone working with us.” 

Many distinctions and merits were awarded 
on the night. Among these were the following. 

(Again, our list is not definitive. See NISO 
website for full list of winners - many more 
from construction!) 

Said David Phelan of Suir Engineering: “Suir 
Engineering is very pleased that it was awarded 
a Distinction Safety Award at the twenty-fifth 
Annual NISO/NISG Safety Awards in Killarney. 

“This is the premier All-Ireland Safety Award 
with the overall wanner selected from across all 
industries. 

“It is a reflection of the commitment of all 
our staff to a safe working culture within the 

THE ALL IRELAND SAFETY 
AWARDS-A NISO OVERVIEW 
Run in conjunction with Northern 

Ireland Safety Group (NISG), the 

Awards recognise how organisations 

manage health and safety at work 

• Organisations send, during 

springtime, their paper-based 

submissions to be reviewed by 

health and safety professionals 

• The winners are notified in late 

August or early September what 

class of award they have achieved 

• The list of winners is published, 

after the event, in several respected 

publications such as the Sunday 

Business Post as well as on the 

NISO website and NISO Update 

e-magazine. 

To find out more about the Safety 

Award, please visit safetyawards.ie 

business. 
“We thank everyone in the company 

for contributing to this exceptional 
performance.” 

Said Joe O’Dwyer, Health & Safety 
Manager with Collen Construction: 
“Collen Construction are delighted to have 
received a NISO/NISG Distinction Award. 

“This award provides recognition of 
the company’s consistent approach to 
raising and implementing health and safety 
standards to the highest level. 

“Collen’s firm commitment to health 
and safety starts at Director level and flows 
throughout the organisation. 

“The award is testament to the hard 
wrork and dedication of our staff and 
supply chain.” 

In addition, Dylan Broderick, Quality 
Manager of John Cradock Ltd. told us the 
company were “delighted to be awarded a 
Distinction at the 2016 NISO Awards - the 
fifth consecutive year that our Health & 
Safety Systems have been acknowledged at 
these awards. 

“There was an extremely strong 
showing from the construction sector, 
clearly demonstrating the industry-wide 
commitment to safety. 

“For JCL, it is recognition of our efforts 
to make our Health & Safety integral to all 
of our operations.” 

Meanwhile Barry O’Brien, Kirby Group 
EHS Manager told Construction: “We 
are delighted to receive these awards 
(Distinction and High Achiever - again 
many companies featured in more than 
one category and many won High Achiever 
awards - check NISO website for FULL 
list) which are due to the efforts of the 
whole Kirby team and our supply chain 
who consistently demonstrate a proactive 
and positive attitude to health and safety.” 

KD Group told us it was delighted 
to have won the prestigious President’s 
Award in the ‘Medium Sized Organisation’ 
category at this year’s Annual Occupational 
Safety Awards 2016. “This award shows 
the commitment by all our staff and 
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management to health and safety,” was the 
message here. 

“The Safety Awards aid us in auditing our 
systems internally and to promote continual 
improvement within our Safety Management 
System. 

“We bring this positive safety culture into 
all our projects. Some of our current projects 
include; Galway Garda HQ; St. James’s 
Hospital; University Hospital Galway and 
Castlebar Swimming Pool. 

“With these projects it is important to 
consider the nature of the project, to be 
aware of the type of setting we are working 
in and any additional hazards that need to 
be taken into account when working on 
different jobs.” 

ACTAVO NETWORK & IN-HOME 
DIVISION 
Construction Utility Services Award 
Actavo Network & In-Home Division (and 
Consistent High Achiever Award) 

Says Willie Ryan, SHEQ Director, Actavo | 
Network & In-Home Division: 

“Actavo | Network & In-Home Division is 
delighted to win this NISO Utility Services 
Award 2016, and also to receive recognition 
through the Consistent High Achiever 
Award, which honours 9 years of continued 
major awards. 

“We see our NISO awards as a key 
achievement on an annual basis. They 
represent prestigious, external recognition 
of our health and safety performance within 
the business.” 

Meanwhile, the Occupational Health 
Award, supported by the Health and Safety 
Authority (HSA) and the Health and Safety 
Executive for Northern Ireland (HSENI), 
was jointly won by John Paul Construction 
and John Graham Construction. 

The awards, which demonstrate the 
positive and proactive culture of safety 
management in organisations, were 
sponsored by Anderco, Construction 
Industry Federation, Health and Safety 
Authority, Health and Safety Executive 
Northern Ireland, Irving Oil Whitegate 
Refinery and Merrion Fleet Management 
Ltd. 

The 53rd annual NISO health and 
safety conference, which preceded the 
safety awards ceremony, was sponsored by 
Abbott Ireland, Anderco, Bolle Safety, Bord 
Gais Energy, ESS Groundforce/Safeforce, 
Gas Networks Ireland, Intel Ireland 
Ltd., Kilcawley Construction and Jones 
Engineering Group. 

Note: Once again, our list above is 
by no means exhaustive and serves 
merely as a sample of the Construction 
Industry’s success at this event. Many other 
construction companies were featured on the 
evening. For a full list, including complete 
listing of construction sector companies who 
were recognised at the awards, please go to 
http://safetyawards.ie/2016-winners/ Q 


