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INTERVIEW 
BY 

AILEEN LEE 

Idea 
zone What's your background? 

I am from Brazil and 
studied architecture there. 
After graduating, I did 
an exchange program 
between universities where 
I accepted a position in 
Cork. I later went on to join 
JCA Architects where I am 
now a director. 

What's a typical work day 
like for you? 

Depending on the day, 
I work with different 
in-house teams on various 
projects such as commer-
cial, residential or edu-
cation projects. 

That work involves any-
thing from preliminary pro-
posals and sketch designs, 
to planning applications 
and details for construction 
and supervision on 
site. 

It can also include 
co-ordinating on presenta-
tion drawings and 3D mod-
els for a proposed project or 
the finer details of picking 
out the perfect fixtures and 
finishes for a project that is 
near completion. 

speak! I’m working on a 
very interesting minimalist 
house interior for the refur-
bishment of a late-Georgian 
villa. 

This project has been 
exciting from the start, 
mainly because the client 
has requested a very ‘clean’ 
intervention on this old 
structure, making our 
decisions much less 
complicated. 

What's your design style? 

A minimalist style 
inspired by a holistic 
approach to the clients’ 
needs, as well as the con-
straints of the site and the 
building’s environment. 

What or who inspires your 
work? 

Projects where the 
essence of the project is 
maintained from the con-
ception to the completion of 
the work. 

What's your favourite 
trend at the moment? 

Davide Groppi lights, as 
they are unique in size and 
concept. 

Tell us about a recent or 
favourite design or project 
that you have worked on? 

It is happening as we 

Who is your favourite 
architect, or style-
inspiration? 

Minimalist e 

such as Vincent Van 
Duysen, Claudio Silvestrin, 
Marcio Kogan and many 
others. 

What would be a dream 
project/ design for you to 
work on? 

I’m very lucky that I am 
actually working on the 
project right now. 

The refurbishment of a 
private house with a perfect 
client. We both say yes to 
all the minimalist style 
decisions. 

Have you any design tips 
for us? 

To be honest when deal-
ing with all the constraints 
of a typical project (site pro-
file, planning requirements 
and client budget and 
requirements) ‘less is more’. 
 www.jca.ie 
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be honest, when dealing with 
all the constraints of a typical project 
(site profile, planning requirements 
and client budget and requirements), 
less is more'. 

ABOVE: Davide Groppi's 'Sempei' floor lamp; davidegroppi.com/en/lamp/ 
LEFT: The simple, two-bedroomed house designed by the architect as his 
residence on Strawberry Hill, Cork, which was shortlisted for an RIAI award. 


