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A beautiful 113 square metre detached two-storey split level timber framed house in

South Connemara overlooks an area known locally as Cois Fharraige in County Galway.
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‘his property shares a
coastline with uninspired
amounts of one-off rural
architecture  but  what
differentiates the property
in guestion is the fact that it is a new
barn-inspired passive house with the
home owner taking inspiration from
the local vernacular whilst being the
perfect home.

“I met the home owner at the Simon
Open Door which is an annual event
where architects give consultations to
members of the public and they [the
architects) donate their fees to the
Simon Community,” Architect Lester

Naughton explains as to how he
became involved with the project.

“When the client approached me,
there was already an existing 1960s or
1970s bungalow / holiday home on the
site which was pretty dire. Decoratively
the house wasn't bad, it was a house
with no heating system in it, basically
no insulation and for a site that had
great potential with fantastic sea
views, you could hardly see anything
from it as it [the existing house) was
kind of hollow in the ground.

“The home owner gave me the
freedom required for the design of the
house whilst building it to the passive
house standard. She was keen on a
warm and energy efficient home but
she didn't insist on a passive house,”
added Mr Naughton.

“The construction was pretty
straight forward and that was done
within, in or around nine months. |
think the client is pretty happy with
the house. This type of house would
certainly be fine for most families but
to the specification a lot of people build
houses now, [this] is a small house.”

This property gives a misleading
impression as to just how much space
there is, as downstairs in the house
there are two bedrooms, a bathroom
and a utility roorn whilst upstairs there
is the master bedroom, a bathroom
and a small sitting room with a half
kitchen on a mid-level between the
ground and first floor.

The kitchen extends all of the way.
up to the roof with a row of feature
lights sitting in a gap between the
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