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his property shares a 

coastline with uninspired 

amounts of one-off rural 

architecture but what 

differentiates the property 

in question is the fact that it is a new 

barn-inspired passive house with the 

home owner taking inspiration from 

the local vernacular whilst being the 

perfect home. 

"I met the home owner at the Simon 

Open Door which is an annual event 

where architects give consultations to 

members of the public and they (the 

architects) donate their fees to the 

Simon Community,” Architect Lester 

Naughton explains as to how he 

became involved with the project. 

"When the client approached me. 

there was already an existing 1960s or 

1970s bungalow / holiday home on the 

site which was pretty dire. Decoratively 

the house wasn't bad, it was a house 

with no heating system in it, basically 

no insulation and for a site that had 

great potential with fantastic sea 

views, you could hardly see anything 

from it as it (the existing house) was 

kind of hollow in the ground. 

"The home owner gave me the 

freedom required for the design of the 

house whilst building it to the passive 

house standard. She was keen on a 

warm and energy efficient home but 

she didn't insist on a passive house,” 

added Mr Naughton. 

"The construction was pretty 

straight forward and that was done 

within, in or around nine months. I 

think the client is pretty happy with 

the house. This type of house would 

certainly be fine for most families but 

to the specification a lot of people build 

houses now, (this) is a small house.” 

This property gives a misleading 

impression as to just how much space 

there is, as downstairs in the house 

there are two bedrooms, a bathroom 

and a utility room whilst upstairs there 

is the master bedroom, a bathroom 

and a small sitting room with a half 

kitchen on a mid-level between the 

ground and first floor. 

The kitchen extends all of the way 

up to the roof with a row of feature 

lights sitting in a gap between the 
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white-painted walls and the vaulted OBS ceiling. 

From the kitchen, the gargantuan Nordan triple-glazed timber aluminum 

doors face south across Galway Bay to the Burren. The aforementioned doors 

open out on to a timber deck with a ramp from this leading down into the back 

garden which pleased Mr Naughton's wish to raise the living spaces while 

keeping them connected to the garden. 

As a limber frame building it will cool down faster than a masonry building 

with the thermal masses of the exposed concrete floors downstairs helping 

to soak up any excess heat. Other than the polished concrete, one of the main 

materials that can be noticed inside the property is the exposed OSB which is 

used for both the ceiling and staircases. 

The frame of the house was built by Irish Eco Homes and it features 220mm 

of mineral wool between the studs, plus rigid insulation boards inside and 

outside whilst the roof contains 400mm of pumped celluLose. 

The house is for the most part heated by a Nilan Compact P unit which 

combines heat recovery ventilation with a small air-source heat pump with 

the heat pump providing both hot water and space heating. The priority 

space heating is done so through a 1.5kW post heater in the supply air of the 

ventilation system, then to towel radiators in the bathroom all of which are 

thermostat and timer controlled. 

"The client was brave enough to pursue an unusual vision for the house. 

I think the reason why a lot of people are being drawn towards designing a 

barn-type house or converting their house in to a barn-style is because they 

have large volumes on the inside of the house and they have large openings,” 

enthused Lester. 

"This is probably my favourite property to have worked on in my time in 

Ireland as an Architect over the last 18 years or so and it is the house that I 

would most like to be my own,” added a laughing Mr Naughton. 
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