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HOW TO MAKE THE MOST

OF YOUR HOME

GET IN THE KNOW
In January, quantity surveyor Lisa O’Brien made
her first appearance on RTE’s Room to Improve.
Her mission? To inject a jolt of reality into archi-
tect Dermot Bannon’s dream designs. “Quantity
surveyors have a reputation for bursting bubbles
and dreams,” says Lisa. “But we get designs
and costs in line on a build because it’s a
reality, it’s a lot of money, it’s a contract.”

Not surprisingly she has no time for
those who don’t get acquainted with
the nuts and bolts of what s involved

Where should you spend
and where should you -
save? How do you find
your perfect architect?
And how do you make your
wish list a reality?

Fran Power talks to RTE’s

new Room to Improve i gl T

= . “Ignorance,” she , “is no defence.
quantity surveyor Lisa Get in the know %gcs:ause it’s your
O’Brien and architect money.” Your standard small ex-

tension built in compliance with
regulations could cost €150,000-
160,000. “That’s a big chunk
of money,” she says. “There is
enough information available
for you to understand what
you're getting into. I get calls
when the horse has bolted and

Amanda Bone about how
to breeze through your
renovation.

I see contracts that are so open it’s hard to fight
against rising costs” It saves time, money and
tears if you educate yourself about the process
and pitfalls before you start.

Dublin-based architect Amanda Bone stress-
es the 1mportance of doing your research too.
“Find out what sort of in-
_ teriors you like — use
5. Open House [the annu-

, al architectural event
_ 14 that sees high-design
homes and buildings
' open to the public],
- buy magazines and
books and look at web-
sites,” she says. And, if
possible, visit any
projects you like
— that minimal-
ist kitchen with
gleaming surfaces
might just be too
clinical for your
tastes in reality.
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“What you think you might want and what you
might actually like can be different.”

MAKE A WISH LIST

First on Lisa’s list when planning a renovation is
to write down your wish list and then prioritise
it. “There will be the wish list of things you'd
love to have and then there are the things that

“you really need. Generally, you're going to need

a bigger space and a kitchen so it is really about
prioritising the wish list — the top five that
you can’t live without — and then the 10 items
you'd love to get in. The role of the quantity
surveyor is to get the top five in and, if you can,
three or four of the rest onto the list. To us, that’s
a success.”

'SORT OUT YOUR DIFFERENCES
Often, where a couple is involved, there may be
competing priorities. How does Lisa handle this?
“Idon’tlike to generalise,” she says, “but typical-
ly the guy would love the tech stuff, the smart
home, the gadgets... man caves — it’s either the
garden room down the end of the garden, with

piped heating and all mod cons, or a den. The
ladies like their nice big kitchen, double oven,
stone worktops — they love en suites everywhere
and walk-in wardrobes.” This is where her role
as dream crusher comes in. “You're listening to
this and going, all right, but at this point we can
pos51bly getone en suite and a walk-in wardrobe
in the master, and then you might be able to ma-
nipulate — so if there are two bedrooms upstairs,
an en suite with doors into it from both bedrooms
might work. You're trying to find cost-effective
solutions to getting as much of their Wlshhst in
as possible.”

RESEARCH YOUR ARCHITECT

Check the RIAI website for their list of registered

- members as a starting point for tracking down

an architect. “Contact architects whose work you
like,” says Amanda. “Talk to a few. You need to
ask for references, look at their projects. Talk to
clients whose houses you like. Visit the architect’s
office and meet their colleagues; you will get a

Continued on page 4
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