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RENOVATING 

INSPIRATIONAL 
IDEAS THAT ADD 
VALUE TO YOUR 

HOME 

By Patrick McCabe 

E
xtending and renovating your house 
has become very popular in recent 
years. Given the lack of new homes on 
the market and the limited supply of ex-
isting houses for sale, people find that 

I re-working their home is the only viable 
way of achieving more floor space to 

I meet changing needs.  Cont. page 6 

GOOD DESIGN KEY TO CREATING YOUR 
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Continuedfrom page 4 

Ask any parent: Children don’t like 
leaving their friends! But extending and 
renovating your house is not without its 
challenges and pitfalls. We have set out 
below top tips to make the process as 
successful as possible. 

DESIGN EXPERTISE 
Use a Qualified Architect! The RIAI has 

a listing of Registered Architects practis-
ing in your area. Badly designed exten-
sions are not only a waste of money, but 
can adversely affect the quality and 
character of your home. A well-de-
signed extension/renovation can trans-
form your house and add a new energy 
and dynamic to the spaces and this in 
turn can be life-enhancing to be enjoyed 
for the next 50 years or more. Remember 
good design seeks to be timeless. 

BRIEF 
We have a saying in our office: “the 

better the brief, the better the project”. 
Set out your wish list from the start 

and identify the shortcomings of your 
existing house. What functions or activ-
ities do you want in the new space? 

Architects must understand not just 
the physical space you need, but the 
lifestyle you like to live. And yes, don’t 
forget your storage and utility require-
ments to get that clutter out of your main 
living spaces. 

BUDGET 
An Extension/Renovation will un-

doubtedly add value to your home, but 
you will not necessarily recover the 
money you spend on it. 

The real value is the enhanced 
lifestyle you will enjoy out of the addi-
tional space. Be realistic about your 
budget. We always recommend clients 
get a cost check by a QS on an emerging 
preferred design, in advance of planning 
(if required) to ensure that the project is 
viable. You should allow for upgrading 
existing floors, walls, roofs and see the 
extension and upgrade as one holistic 
project. 

LIGHT, UGHT,LIGHT 
Light and the harnessing of daylight is 

the one design constant in an Irish cli-

mate. 
So many existing houses suffer front 

lack of light due to small windows or 
poor orientation. Clever design should 
ensure that this problem is not com¬ 

pounded when extending. 
With enhanced window systems 

which give extremely good U values, 
there is more freedom to use glass walls 
and to make meaningful connections 
from outside to inside. 


